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Seventh Grade Quarter 4 

Reading 

Students will: • Analyze central themes or ideas found within text 
• Analyze the differences between fictional characters and their nonfiction counterparts 
• Read and comprehend a variety of fictional literature with different complexities 
• Analyze  literature by citing textual evidence to prove inferences 
• Analyze the structure an author uses to organize and develop a text 
• Analyze an argument for specific claims, reasoning, and relevancy  
• Read and comprehend a variety of informational texts with different complexities 
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Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples 

HUSD Support Materials & 

Resources 

7 RL 2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 
analyze its development over the course of the 
text; provide an objective summary of the text.        
(Level 4: Connect, Analyze, and Prove) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Students identify theme as an underlying message an 
author conveys in a story.  Students identify a theme or a 
central idea in a text and they are able to follow it through 
an entire text.     
Students summarize the theme or central idea as it 
develops through the text. 
In Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor, the 
theme of perseverance is evident and can be followed 
throughout the novel. Students analyze the development of 
the theme over the course of the novel by finding 
examples. Students can then write a summary identifying 
evidence of the theme in the novel. 
Source: commoncore.org 
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http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2f7th%20Grade&Folder


G
rad

e
 

C
lu

ste
r 

Stan
d

ard
 

Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples HUSD Resources 

 
Literature Response 
Grade 7 Unit 5 
While reading Eva by Peter Dickinson, take notes in your 
journal about how the author comments on human beings’ 
impact on the ecology of the earth. Did this book make you 
think more about this issue? Why or why not? Defend your 
answer, citing specific information from the text.  
(RL.7.1, RL.7.2) 

7 RL 9 Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a 
time, place, or character and a historical account 
of the same period as a means of understanding 
how authors of fiction use or alter history. (Level: 
Differentiate, Analyze) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Students read a piece of historical fiction and a factual 
historical account of the same time period to compare the 
two and develop an understanding as to how the author 
uses or alters history in the fictional piece. Fiction may be a 
novel, poem, or dramatic piece and is not limited to these 
examples. 
Students compare and contrast Laurence Yep’s fictional 
portrayal of Chinese immigrants in turn-of-the-twentieth-
century San Francisco in Dragonwings to historical accounts 
of the same period (using materials detailing the 1906 San 
Francisco earthquake) in order to glean a deeper 
understanding of how authors use or alter historical 
sources to create a sense of time and place as well as make 
fictional characters lifelike and real. 
Students study 19th century immigration to the United 
States and then read Ellis Island: Land of Dreams by Joan 
Lowery Nixon to understand how the author used history to 
enhance the novel.   
Connection: 
SS07.S1C7.01 
Source: commoncore.org 
Literature Response  
Grade 7 Unit 1 
While reading A Single Shard, by Linda Sue Park, think 
about where Tree-ear gets courage for his dangerous 
mission. Write a response to this question in your journal: 
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“Are characters born brave, or is courage developed by 
facing fears?” Justify your answer with specific information 
from the text.  
(RL.7.9, RL.7.1) 

7 RL 10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in 
the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, 
with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 
range. (Level: Interpret, Critique, Analyze) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Source: commoncore.org 
Introductory Activity (for the year) 
Grade 7 Unit 1 
You will be reading a variety of literature and informational 
texts this year and perhaps even some genres you haven’t 
encountered before. Your teacher will give you a list of 
twenty genres (such as adventure, historical fiction, 
comedy, ancient history, science fiction, fantasy, etc.) from 
which to select titles. One of your goals by the end of the 
year is to read books from at least three genres that are 
new to you.  
(RL.7.10, RI.7.10) 
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7 RI 1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. (Level: Analyze, 
Synthesize, Prove) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Student identifies several specific instances in the text to 
support an explicit or inferential analysis of the text. 
Citations may be written or orally presented.   
In a formal or informal written or oral response, students 
paraphrase or quote directly from the text to support their 
analysis or inference.    
Students read and analyze the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, or 
Fifteenth Amendment and cite textual evidence to support 
their analysis of what the text says.  
Connection: 
SS07.S1C6.06 
Source: commoncore.org 
Informational Text Response  
Grade 7 Unit 2 
While reading Dare to Dream!: 25 Extraordinary Lives by 
Sandra McLeod Humphrey, think about how each person 
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has a different limit to which he/she can be pushed while 
overcoming the challenges and obstacles he/she faces. 
Write a response to this question in your journal: “How do 
expectations affect what one can accomplish?” Justify your 
answer with specific information from the text. (RI.7.1) 

7 RI 5 Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a 

text, including how the major sections contribute 

to the whole and to the development of the ideas. 

(Level: Analyze, Synthesize) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Understanding the organization and structure of a text 
helps a reader’s comprehension of the ideas and content 
within the text.  Students explain how the major sections 
contribute to the whole as well as to the development of 
the ideas. 
Students evaluate the structural elements of a text such as 
the U.S. Constitution. Students analyze the major sections 
(e.g., the Bill of Rights) and determine how they contribute 
to the whole text of the document.  
After reading Treaty of Versailles, students analyze how the 
major sections contribute to the development of ideas as 
they seek to understand the controversy surrounding it.   
Connections: 
SS07.S1C7.13, SS07.S1C1.01  
 Source: commoncore.org 
Class Discussion 
Grade 7 Unit 5 
While conducting research on an astronaut or science 
fiction author of choice, discuss with classmates the specific 
claims made by the writers of the texts you are consulting. 
Is the reasoning “sound” and the evidence “relevant and 
sufficient” to support the claims? Why or why not? If not, 
how could the writer have improved his argument? Record 
your thoughts in your journal so you can debate with your 
classmates.   
(RI.7.8, RI.7.5, SL.7.1, L.7.1) 
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7 RI 8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is 
sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Students identify and specify the line of reasoning and 
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to support the claims. (Level: Analyze, Prove) specific points in a text (i.e., persuasive, opinion, speech, 

media/advertising, etc.) and then determine whether or 
not the reasoning is valid and sufficient to support the case.  
After reading a text (e.g., position paper, news article, 
letters to the editor, political essays, commentaries, 
editorials, opinionated historical and nonhistorical papers, 
etc.), the students critique the reasoning to determine if it 
is valid and sufficient to support the argument.  
Students read journal articles about overgrazing to 
determine whether or not the author’s claims are 
sufficiently supported.  An example of an article would be 
“Soil Degradation Related To Overgrazing in the Semi-Arid 
Southern Caldenal Area of Argentina” by Villamil, María 
Bonita; Amiotti, Nilda Mabel; Peinemann, Norman in the 
journal Soil Science (July 2001).   
Connection: 
SC07.S4C3.04 
Source: commoncore.org 
Research Essay 
Grade 7 Unit 4 
Write a research essay about Jack London, Gary Paulsen, 
Will Hobbs, or another author of your choice who writes 
about survival in the wilderness. Present your findings to 
the class in a coherent presentation. Feel free to add 
multimedia elements to your presentation.  
(W.7.7, RI.7.5, RI.7.8, SL.7.4, L.7.1, L.7.2) 

 

7 RI 10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text 
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range. (Level: 
Interpret,  Anaylze) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Source: commoncore.org 
Research Essay 
While conducting research on an astronaut or science 
fiction author of choice (see activity #6), discuss with 
classmates the specific claims made by the writers of the 
texts you are consulting. Is the reasoning “sound” and the 
evidence “relevant and sufficient” to support the claims? 
Why or why not? If not, how could the writer have 
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improved his argument?  
(RI.7.8, RI.7.5, SL.7.1, L.7.1) 

 


